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March 24, 2005 
 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT    CMAC STAFF PRESENT
Nancy E. McFadden, Chair    J. Keith Berger, Executive Director 
Thomas Calderon      Enid Barnes  
Diane M. Griffiths      Theresa Bueno 
Teresa P. Hughes      Paul Cerles 
Vicki Marti       Denise DeTrano 
Cathryne Bennett Warner     Holland Golec 

         Steve Soto 
         Michael Tagupa 
         Karen Thalhammer 
 
 COMMISSIONER ABSENT 

Lynn Schenk 
 

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS PRESENT 
Bob Sands, Department of Finance 
Sunni Burns, Department of Health Services 
 
 
I. Call to Order 
 

The March 24, 2005 open session meeting of the California Medical Assistance 
Commission (CMAC) was called to order by Chair Nancy E. McFadden.  A quorum was 
present. 
 
 
II. Approval of Minutes 
 

The March 10, 2005 meeting minutes were approved as prepared by CMAC staff. 
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III. Executive Director’s Report 
 

Mr. Berger reported that there were no new requests from hospitals or health 
plans to appear before the Commission in closed session at this time. 
 

Mr. Berger informed the Commissioners that a representative from the California 
Hospital Association (CHA) is in attendance to give the Commissioners an overview of 
the Seismic Retrofit Program (SB 1953) from the hospitals’ perspective during today’s 
open session. 
 

Mr. Berger also informed the Commissioners that CMAC staff is continuing to 
work with the University of California regarding the amount of money to be transferred 
into the fund for the Medical Education Supplemental Payments Program.  He noted 
that CMAC staff is making good progress, but that there have been some data and 
waiver cap related issues that are taking a little longer to resolve than staff had hoped.  
Because of these issues, the Medical Education amendments might not be available 
until the second meeting in April.  CMAC staff will continue to work on the amendments 
as quickly as possible. 
 

Mr. Berger welcomed Sunni Burns back from her vacation and requested that 
she give the Commission an update on the Medi-Cal Redesign. 
 

Ms. Burns indicated that she did not have a lot to report on the Medi-Cal 
Redesign at this time.  Ms. Burns suggested that once the proposal was finalized that 
the Commission would ask Ms. Mollow to come back and give the Commission a 
complete report on the Medi-Cal Redesign. 

 
Ms. Burns remarked that there have been many discussions going on with the 

State and CMS regarding the hospital-refinancing proposal.  The major issue under 
discussion is the $180 million for indigent care. 
 

Ms. Burns indicated that there is a meeting with the hospital association this 
afternoon to work on hospital data, but as for specific information, she did not have 
anything further to report at this time. 
 

Commissioner Calderon asked Ms. Burns about the process and if there was 
going to be an attempt to negotiate with the Legislature regarding the final structure of 
the new hospital financing system. 
 

Ms. Burns indicated that she did not know, but would gather information on the 
process of the negotiations and get back to Commissioner Calderon with the 
information. 
 

Ms. Burns responded to Chair McFadden’s question regarding the $180 million 
by saying that the issue for CMS is a combination of principle and availability of funds.  
Ms. Burns stated that she will inform the Commission once an agreement is made 
between the State and CMS on that issue. 
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In concluding her report, Ms. Burns informed the Commission that Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger has appointed Vanessa Baird as Chief of the Medi-Cal 
Managed Care Division for DHS. 
 
 
IV. Medi-Cal Managed Care Activities 
 
 Mr. Berger indicated that there was nothing new to report at this time. 
 
 
V. Presentation on the Hospital Seismic Retrofit Program 
 
 Roger Richter, Senior Vice President Professional Services, California Hospital 
Association (CHA), indicated that at the last Commission meeting, Mr. Schaefer of the 
Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) had given the 
Commission a brief overview of the hospital seismic retrofit program, SB 1953, from the 
State’s perspective, and he was here to give the Commission an overview from the 
hospitals perspective.  Mr. Richter provided a copy of his presentation as a hand out, 
which is attached. 
 
 After Mr. Richter’s presentation, Commissioner Calderon asked about the 
hospitals’ capability in meeting the terms of the seismic and licensing requirements for 
these retrofit and replacement projects, and how long the review and approval 
processes take. 
 

Mr. Richter stated that many of the hospitals might experience difficulty meeting 
the requirements due to finances.  He further stated that the review process can take a 
long time for licensing in addition to the initial long review process of the plans by the 
Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development. 
 
 
VI. New Business/Public Comments/Adjournment 
 

There being no further new business and no additional comments from the 
public, Chair Nancy McFadden recessed the open session.  Chair McFadden opened 
the closed session, and after closed session items were addressed, adjourned the 
closed session, at which time the Commission reconvened in open session.  Chair 
McFadden announced that the Commission had taken action on hospital contracts and 
amendments in closed session.  The open session was then adjourned. 










